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“ : Dorchester Gaol, March 11, 


CiTIzENS, , Year 3, of the Spanish Revolution, 
SivcE writing my last to you, Little Jefferies has not been 
idle, John Barkley, another of my shopmen, has been 
sentenced to. six mouths imprisonment, and the honest, the 
moral, and the brave Joseph Rhodes to two years hard la- 
bour. Hard labour is no punishment to him, he has always, 
lived by it, but the sentence is still more infamous than that 
of Holmes; and why there should be any difference made 
[am at a loss to conceive. The conduct of the men has 
been. uniform and equally admirable. Barkley, though 
young, has been the most daring, because his situation ad- 
mitted of it, and has most annoyed the Gang, He was in 
theshop many weeks, and even after he knew a warrant 
was out against him, he came again to the shop the moment 
he heard Holmes was arrested. Yet he bas (I am. glad to 
see it) got off with six months. Youngas he is, he entered 
the shop from principle, for he has worked at the press that 
has printed my publications almost ever since he has been 
at the trade. 

The rascally Common Serjeant could not help spitting 
venom at the manly virtue, constancy, and fortitude of 
te Rhodes, by telling him that his present associates 
Would desert him before the expiration of his imprisonment. 
No, REPTILE, Joseph Rhodes shall not be forsaken, nor 
shall he want any comfort that can be couveyed to him in 
"son; and if l am at liberty two years hence, I will assist 
Mim taking you by the nose. 
‘ IS corrupt villain (the Common Serjeant) took two © 
4 ours to charge the Jury (so the Papers represent) on the 
A trial: of Holmes. As yet I know but one o the Jury, and 
ue that is Blanshard, the Methodist Bookseller, who has a shop 
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399 THE REPUBLICAN. 
in the City Road, and ig Paternoster Row. It was but a 
few years since these Methodists were crying out for toler. 
tion themselves, and complaining of the persecutions ‘the 
encountered, and now they have recovered what is called 
liberty of conscience, they are foremost in persecut 
others: but this is the common practice of all idolators ani 
bigots. The Methodists have formed something like , 
government to themselves, and begin to feel power fro 
numbers, so that they are now changed altogether in chy. 
racter to what they were in John Wesley’s time. Th 
plain dress begins to yield to the fashions of the day : their 
Preachers, to whom their founder would allow but siz. 
pence for a meal, now seek splendid establishments and jp. 
comes of hundreds per year, at the expence of their dupes, 

Many of the poorer class of the Methodists have shew 
a disposition to join the Reformers, but in consequence of 
Joey Butterworth, the Bookseller, being among them, bi 
influence has caused to be issued a manifesto from head: 
quarters, that it cannot be countenanced, in consequence of 
which a large portion of them in the North of England 
have seceded, and now there are half a dozen different 
sects of Methodists all at war with each other. 

All these religious associations begin to act upon the sys 
tem of the Jesuits, from the Established Church down to 
that contemptible faction called the Free-thinking Chris 
tians. They endeavour to make proselytes and keep thea 
together upon the same scheme; that is, lashing themselré 
together by some common interest, and trading with eatt 
other exclusively. Each of them struggles for a monopoly 
of the good things of this world, and all their concern fo 
the next begins and ends in talk. 

Mrs. Wright’s conduct at the Old Bailey was particulatl 
deserving of commendation. This woman is a heroine 
the cause of free discussion; and in her the insolent Ado 
phus found a match. She was perfectly right in refusing to 
answer his questions about the Jew Books, and turned tie 
matter admirably, by saying she would do that at the time 
of her trial. We have been in hopes that her trial woul 
have come on last week, but it has passed over. It is not 
now likely to come on till after Trinity Term, as she is ® 
far’ advanced in pregnancy as to expect confinement ! 
April, she is determined to defend herself, and read ber 0”? 
defence, and will not allow Best to silence her. I bor 
Best may be her judge. 


Whilst writing ‘this I have received a letter from a frie 
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» London, who was io Court at Rhodes’s trial, and he in- 
forms me that the Jury quite chuckled at the sentence! [ 
am also informed that Old Murray wanted to have Rhodes 
banished, because he pleaded to the name of Holmes who 
had been convicted of selling a libel before. If there was 
any thing like justice in our Courts of Law,’we could shew 
error in the proceedings against Rhodes. He is a very 
nild, moral, and inoffensive-character, and when brought 
up with the others to plead, and the perjured officer, 
Cooper, swore that his name was Holmes, he was told by 
the Common Serjeant that he must plead something, and he 
in the midst of confusion, not knowing what to do, pleaded 
Not Guilty, but he never for a moment acknowledged the 
name of Holmes. | 

Humphrey Boyle did perfectly right in not placing him- 
sif before that Jury of Methodists. We will now bail 
bim and he shall shew the corrupt thieves, that the sentence 
of Rhodes cannot deter him from a full defence of his and 
my principles. I feel no small degree of pride in being sur- 
rounded and supported by such men, and I feel assured 
that the spirit, and constancy, and ability of Mrs. Wright 
did a great deal towards raising the spleen of the Common 
Serjeant, and aggravating Rhodes’s sentence. I will pub- 
lish the best report of all the proceedings at the Old Bailey 
that I can collect. 

A word of advice to all Deists who may come into 
Courts of Law. as witnesses. The first thing to be deter- 
mined is not to utter a word but truth, and when you are 
thus prepared, it matters nothing upon what you swear. 

here is no immorality in a Deist kissing any book, and 
promising to tell the truth. I would kiss any thing that had 
a clean outside, if it was a compulsory form to give evi- 
dence in any case. Speaking the truth is the first and last 
object, all else, whether it be form or what not, is trash and 
delusion. I never refuse to take an-oath when it be neces- 
sary, and I will always go through any form that is re- 
quired for that purpose, or kiss any book that is offered me. 
lu this Gaol the Parson Magistrates never refuse to tender 
a2 oath to me, or rather to take one from me, although to 
one and all of them I have avowed myself a Deist, and 
have challenged the leader of them to shew him that he is 
it error as to religion and not me. 

When I had occasion to swear an affidavit, for George 

te, the first was sent back from the Court of , King’s 

ch as informal, not having been sworn before a Com- 
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missioner of that Court. It was then necessary that | 
should have in‘a Commissioner from the town of Dorchey. 
ter. Two were asked and refused to come, on the preteng 
that I was not capable of taking an oath, and I began 
entertain an idea that I should have to get down a manda. 
mus for one of them. However, one was at length foun 
to consent, of the name of Manfield. When he entered » 

toom he began some nonsense about having heard & great 
deal about me, but before he could tender me an oath, | 
must answer him some questions. I told him I was Quite 
ready to answer him any questions he would ask. He the 
began, Do you believe in God? Yes. Do you believe tie 
Holy Scriptures? Yes. Do you believe in the Holy Eva. 
gelists? Yes. Then I can have no objection to take you 
oath. If the fool had asked me a hundred such questions | 
would have defeated his object. If I had asked him to tel 
me who or what his God was, it would have formed a suf. 
ficient excuse, on his part, to decline the office of accepting 
my oath, although he would not have been able to have 
given me the least answer. Oath-making [ have often said 
is a vice in society. It is not the least pres_rvative of trath, 
and it is notorious that our official characters will swear to 
any lie for gain. Speak the truth, Deists, and never sen- 
ple to kiss any thing that is clean on the outside. Nothing 
can be more filthy in its character than the book on whieh 
the law requires we shall swear, but it does not offend the 
eye or taste, so do not hesitate, if it be necessary, that you 
should be enabled to give evidence of the truth. Ther 
was a talk of committing Mrs. Wright, but she despised te 
threat. She knew she was speaking the truth, and looked 
at the insolent immoral Christians with a noble contempt. 











R. CARLILE. 
DEATH OF STEWART, THE CELEBRATED 
TRAVELLER, 


Commonly known. by the Appellation of the Walking Stews 
ee 


Tuts singular character, so admirable for his morals ands 
humane ideas, died on Febraaty 20th, at his apartments,” 
Northumberland Street, Strand. . He was originally edt 
“cated at the Charterhouse, and afterwards went to India 
a writer in the service of the East India Company. Hew 
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employed as Secretary to the Nabob of Arcot, and expend- 
ed a large sum in giving official entertainments, by order of 
his master. At length, having acquired moderate means of 
subsistence, after travels through every part of the world, 
except China, he returned to his country, and during the 
revolution of the French Government invested his mon 
in the French funds. ‘The vast depreciation in those funds, 
and the uncertainty of payment, reduced him to great dis- 
tress, but he was kindly relieved by the husband of his de- 
rted sister. During this moment, and during the residence 
of Thomas Paine in England, those two great moralists 
frequently spent their evenings together; but Mr. Paine 
would never yield up his ideas of spirituality to the material 
principles of Stewart. On this head Mr. Paine was not free 
from bigotry, for he had formed an antipathy to the word 
atheist, without considering well on what it was founded. 
Soon after this period, Stewart set out for the United States 
of America, and supported himself for some time, by deli- 
vering lectures on moral philosophy. Here we understand 
he beeame acquainted with Elihu Palmer, and we incline 
to think that the Principles of Nature, by Elihu Palmer 
originated from this intimacy, the last chapter of which is 
confessedly taken from the manuscript of an atheistical 
friend. We have no further authority for this supposition, 
than that, on the return of Mr. Paine to the United States, 
the widow of Elihu Palmer, was known frequently to be 
disputing the propriety of. her husband’s principles on ma- 
lerialism with Mr. Paine, and appealing to the arguments of 
Stewaft as an authority: im which disputations she would 
me one reduce Mr. Paine to the confession of “ it may 
so +P] 


The tenets of Stewa:t, and the latitude of his opinions, 
were too refined and extensive for the bulk of the Ameri- 
cabs, so that his lectures declined to continue him many 
auditors, and he again returned to England, deriving his re- 
sources chiefly from £100 a year from France, which was 
regularly paid to him through Mr. Coutts, as he had agreed 
lo take that annual sum instead of an annuity of £300 for 
which he had originally subscribed. 

On the projected arrangement of the Nabob of Arcot’s 

he put in his claims, and after references to the com- 

etent authorities in the East Indies, there was an award in 
his favour to the amount of many thousand pounds. He 
of a considerable part of that property, securing 
himself an annuity of six hundred pounds, ou which he 
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lived sparingly himself, but with liberality to his friends 
giving periodical dinners, and, latterly, concerts every even. 
ing to his friends, and all whom they thought proper ty 
introduce to him. 

His doctrines were founded wholly on materialism, by 
he always inculcated philanthropy and moral duty. He 
entitled the first work that he published in this country 
Travels to discover the Polarity of Moral Truth. }, 
was an enemy to the infliction of pain of any kind upm 
any portion of the animal-world, and a zealous friend 
universal benevolence, and civil and religious liberty in th 
fullest latitude of the words. When he first returned to this 
country, he appeared in Armenian attire, and attracted no. 
tice by a long beard; and when he assumed the Europeu 
dress, he affected singularity, not from vanity, but to excit 
attention to his person, that it might lead to an enquiry into 
his doctrines, which he considered, very properly, to be o/ 
the utmost importance to sensitive matter in the humu 
shape, or in any other animal form. He was universally 
known in all parts of the earth, with the above exception 
of China, which he had visited in turn, always in walking, 
never entering a carriage except in case of absolute necessity. 
His journies would have been highly interesting if be bai 
published an account of them, but he disdained the usual 
pursuits of travellers, constantly answering enquiries as 
manners, customs, &c.. of the various countriés which ke 
visited, by stating, that Ais were travels of the mind, ii 
order to ascertain and develope the polarity of mora! truth. 

His lamp of animal life is now extinguished, but his mo 
rality, his benevolence, and his humanity will never cei 
to yield a light as a guide to future travellers and searctes 
after moral truth. This man lived as an example for ml 
kind, and not for himself. Selfish views he had none, at 
despised them in others. He will ever rank high amou 
the sages, the moralists, and the patriots gone by, and we 
fear not but much good will spring up from the good s! 
he has sown. The doctrines he taught must become ul 
versal, as science expands over the human mind. 
dogmas of Superstition already begin to crumble belo 
them, and down must come altogether the ugly and hideous 
fabric: that plan and place of human torment. The he 
which have been usually propagated at the deaths of phile 
sophers, about their conversions to the dogmas of moe 
tion, and about their dying calls upon Jehovah, Jesus, 
other idols, as they cease to impose, so also do they 
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io be invented and told. We felt much pleasure to see the 
manner in which the life and death of Stewart has been 
mentioned in the public papers, from which we have selected . 
the greater portion of the above article. Moral truth must 
prevail: its polarity is the great whole of Nature. 
EDITOR. 








TO MR. RICHARD CARLILE. 








SiR, 
Iam one of those who were excited by the unjust proceedings 


inst you durmg your pretended trials to purchase those works 
which the Vice Gang thought proper to prosecute you for pub- 
lishing, previous to which, I assure you, I was not the least aware 
that such works were in existence. The first which I perused 
was Mr. Palmer’s “ Principles of Nature,” which was lent me by 

a friend: at first I hesitated to believe that the writer of that 
work could be serious in his examination of the Holy Books: for 
being one of those who were strenuous advocates for those per- 
sons that | now consider to be pulpit impostors, I did not expect 
that such obscene passages could be found in the Old and New 
Testaments, of course I doubted Mr. Palmer’s quotations, but on 
examination, 1 was truly astonished to find, in those Holy Books, 
every quotation that he has made. I need not tell you that I was 
sufficiently stimulated to purchase Mr. Paine’s “‘ Age of Reason,” 
which convinced me that those pretended words of God were no- 
thing more than priestcraft. Nothing more than an invention of 
priests to keep mankind in a state of ignorance and subjection, 
by calling their attention to what those ghostly impostors call a 
commissioned power, and prescribing a strong dose of damnation 
in the name of that power, to all those who will not be their 
slaves. I have to return you my sincere thanks for bringing 
those works of Paine and Palmer into being, for although I was 
a strenuous advocate for what is called religion, I never knew any 
thing of it until I read those persecuted works; I never consi- 
dered that a moral principle was a matter of much consequence, 
if I was diligent in swallowing all that a parson wished to ram 
down my throat, I thought I did all that was necessary. 

I do not hesitate to say from the intercourse I have since had 
with the truly pious, that nine-tenths of them are the most un- 
principled wretches in existence; I have been defrauded more by 

a than by those who make no pretensions to piety, and | now 
set it down as a criterion, that if I have any business to transact 
with those whom I ultimately find out to be what are generally 
very religious people, I am sure to be deceived in some way 
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or other, and I will venture to say, that if any person who is a 
admirer of a just principle, will make the trial, he will find what | 
have just stated to happen to him ninety times out of one hyp. 
dred. I have been often told by the most sincere Christians, that 
‘a moral principle was very well, but it had noihing to do with 
religion, that religion consisted of worshipping God by praying to 
him, to make you thankful and obedient, to repent of yOur sins, that 
through Christ you may be saved.” Are there any other persons 
in existence who possess the smallest share of common goodness, 
who can act agreeably to the precepts of such soul-saving simple. 
tons? In the first place, I may pay only the most trifling regarj 
to a moral principle. I may be guilty of every species of decep- 
tion with impunity. I may carry on every sort of vice as long a 
I like, if i have faith on Christ, and will kneel down every night 
and pretend to tell him that I am sorry for what I have done! 
such Gospel-gabblers bestow the,most unbounded applause on 
the use of prayer, they think”that they are serving the Creator of 
the Universe by praying; they say that they believe that God is 
not a respecter of particular persons; yet they wish to be served 
differently to many others; their belief, therefore, is evidently 
quite the contrary, for praying implies both a doubt and a disbelief 
of any such thing. If I believe that the incomprehensible power, 
called God, is just; Why should I doubt that he will act unjustly’ 
If I believe that he is immutable, Why should I doubt that he wil 
act differently to me than he does to any other? If | believe that 
he is eternal, Why should I doubt that he will not continue his 
benevolence to me while I exist? If I believe that he is omnipre- 
sent, Why should [I doubt that he knoweth not either my distress 
or my affluence? If I believe that he is omniscient, Why should 
I. doubt that he knoweth not what is most requisite for me! 
therefore, what those worthies call, praying to God, implies, that 
they either doubt his goodness, or believe him to be an ignorant, 
and an ill-disposed man, and think that it is necessary to instruct 
him how to act; they pretend to know better than he knows, and 
therefore wish him to alter his will. 

I have been frequently told by some Gospel-prattlers thal 
‘* Mahomet never could be thought of ‘as a prophet, or a saviout, 
like Christ, because he never performed one miracle. Now tt 
plainly appears that those prattlers know nothing more than what 
they read of in their-Hdly Testament; they do not know that the 
Koran was written in heaven, and brought to Mahomet by an 
angel. They do not know that Mahomet travelled through ninety 
heavens in one night; that he walked in the sunshine unattené 
by a shadow; that he caused, with a single word, trees, 
were already withered, to resume their verdure; that he filled the 
wells and cisterns with water; and that he cut in two eq 
parts the body of the Moon.” But I know that the canting 
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will cry, that all this is incredible, we have no proof of their mi- 
racles. Certainly not; we have no proof of them; neither have 
we any proof of the miracles of Christ; nor have we any proof 
that Moses received the two tables of the commandments from 
the hands of God. One story, therefore, is as plausible as the 
other, and that we have-the same right and grounds to believe 
the Koran, as we have to believe the Bible and Testament, every 
i ial person must see. | 

Should the above attempt to subvert imposition and annihilate 
priestcraft, meet your approbation, probably you will allow it a 
place in your next Republican. 

I am, and ever shall be, while I exist, 
SIR, 
Yours, sincerely, 


Whitechapel, Feb. 8, 1822. CHIRURGICUS. 








ON THE PROGRESS OF REASON. 





Sir, 

Tue liberal and unbiassed manner in which you discuss the facul- 
ties of the human mind, induce me to offer you some observa- 
tions; you are aware that some men of enlarged minds have made 
ita question how far it would be politic to dispel the fable and 
delusion that now bind men to priestcraft; the “ lords of the soil” 
have. decided that. as men are naturally vicious and wicked, a 
bugbear is necessary to preserve subjection, but it is denied that 
men are naturally wicked a priori, and consequently the supersti- 
tion called Christianity is superfluous; if men were naturally 
wicked, and they could not be better governed by reason than by 
superstition, there might be some pretence for the continuance of 
the priest trade; whatever Gall and Spurzeim, and other craniolo- 
gists may say, conceiving the form or the organization of the 
head, producing a tendency to the commission of moral acts, I 
feel assured that all. ropensity to turpitude, is caused by habit, or 
acquired by ite. The preponderance of certain passions 
may Occasion in youth the impression contended for upon the 
head, by Craniologists, but it is denied to have original existence. 
mind is as Locke, and Helvetius, and some other philoso- 
have demonstrated, a blank, a void, a sheet of white paper; 

the memory, or knowledge, or science, are the impressions 
are fixed, or written, or marked upon this sheet of white 
Paper; the functions of the brain are numerous, because an abun- 
ce of parts enter into its formation, many parts of the brain 
ad aed a never called into action. Notwithstanding the mul- 
Utude of the Arts and Sciences already cultivated; many ages, 
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perhaps myriads of centuries only, will be sufficient to develo 

the latent powers of the human brain, the mid does not appear 
to be any thing distant from the matter composing the braip: 
mental action is nothing more than the exercise of different por. 
tions of the brain, as writing or holding my pen is the exercise of 
soite of the parts of my hand, the better the hand is taught to 
hold the pen, the better it will write ; the better the head ig 
taught, or learned, the better the man is said to be instructed; 
the mind may be compared to a piece. of ground, in the priest it 
planted with brambles, in the king with thistles, in the philoso. 
pher with wheat, the mental ground will produce according to the 
seed, according to the cultivation, and according to its separation 
from the filthy weeds that surround it; if the garden is mixed, the 
product will be ambiguous, the union may produce a tendency to 
useless neutrality. 

While the tithes exist, the priests cannot see clear, they cannot 
be convinced, that men are corrupted, are misled, are barbarized 
by their folly and venality; if the priests inculcate morality, in. 
stead of superstition; if they would uphold justice, instead of de- 
lusion and folly, men would be more independent, more honest, 
more virtuous; crimes must prevail, while superstition is preached 
in the place of reason; and superstition will be preached while the 
priests are well paid; preaching is an easy trade, it neither makes 
its followers sweat or sore; you are aware that there is a sort of 
indolence about men which indisposes them for hard labour, all 
the ranters of America find this skulking better than -working in 
the loom or the stall. ' 

Until you hear natural and experimental philosophy, or the works 
of Helvetius, Mirabaud, Paine, &c. delivered in the churches in 
the morning, and the discourses of Copernicus, Galileo, Newton, 
Franklin, and Galvani in the evening, you cannot hope to derive 
much benefit from Reason and Science; then will the Sun of 
Reason be above the horizon, then will man assume his proper 
sphere, then will the mists of Prejudice and Superstition be dis- 
pelled, never again to cloud, to confuse, or to destroy the happ- 
ness of man. git 

As that is the desideratum of Reason, whoever labours to reaci 
that climax is a benefactor of the human race, so far from yout 
labours being equivocal, or neutral, you have presented the cast 
with a degree of energy, and of unremitting ardour, that will en- 
title you to admiration at the latest period of time. 

REGULATOR. 





We shall be glad to hear often from Regulator, as oftet 
as he pleases. 
EDITOR. 
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A 
THE BELIEF OF A DEIST, AND THE REASONS FOR 
HIS BELIEF. 








Berne arrived at the age at which people generally have formed 
their opinions and made up their minds on religion, I have, after 
alaborious search into the- nature of religion, arrjved at a con- 
clusion. And as most men state their belief, and reasons for 
their belief, so also will I state mine. , 

But first it will be necessary to state the reasons for my belief. 

I was brought up to what is called the Established Religion, 
and often have sung Psalms, made responses to the Parish Priest, 
and thought it was right, but being young, I knew no better. At 
the age of eighteen I renounced the doctrine of the Trinity, and 
soon after the Church altogether, as it appeared to me to be such 
asameness. From that time until I was about thirty, I took no 
notice of religion, being disgusted with all the different sects of 
Dissenters. -In the year 1811, I first frequented the Free-Thinking 
Christians, and in 1814, I became a member of their Society, as 
their opinions seemed to be in consonance with my own. The 
Free-Thinking Christians are Unitarians by profession; but they 
go further, for they renounce pulpit-preaching, singing, prayer, 
and every thing like public, social worship, as they say the New 
Testament does not sanction those things. But though the Free- 
Thinking Christians renounce all those doctrines, as absurd, they 
retain two which are equally absurd as any they have renounced, 
viz. the miracles and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
_On my admission into their Church, the Elder put several ques- 
tions to me, one of which was, ‘‘ Do you believe that Jesus was 
the Messenger and Messiah sent from God, and that he was raised 


. from the dead by the mighty power of God?” I answered in the 


ative. I have often been asked the reason why | then an- 
swered in the affirmative, and afterwards rejected it’ I give the 
following-—_If any one had asked me, when I was about twenty 
years of age, to have pointed out the situation of the zodiac in 
the heavens, I could not have done it; consequently, had any one 
pretended to have pointed it out to me, though never so wrong, I 
might have believed him, because | did not at that time under- 
stand it, and, of course, could not contradict him: but after I 
had studied it, and gained a knowledge myself of its true posi- 
hon, I no longer could be deceived. It was the“ same with 
hristianity. - When I joined the Free-Thinking Christians’ 
Church, I’ was asked to subscribe to dogmas of which I had 
never studied the evidence, and they believing or professing to 
eve them, declared them to me to be divine truths, and which 


















































332 THE REPUBLICAN. 


I took to be such upon their assurance. [ immediately began to 
think for myself, and to study its evidence. When I had gained 
a knowledge of its true origin I renounced it, because I did not 
find it what it was pretended to be, as I could not be deceived j, 
one case any more than the other. 

I gained one advantage by joining their Society, namely, the 
use of their library, which consisted of confroversies on theolosi. 
cal subjects, and historical works. I applied myself to then 
closely. The. first thing I read was Mr. Gibbon’s “ Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire ;” from that time I renounced, in my 
own mind, the belief of Christianity, as being a divine revelation, 
_as that celebrated writer proved it clearly to me to be only a 
human institution. I then read the controversy between Dr. 
Priestley and Bishop Horsley relative to the doctrine of the Tr- 
nity; the Evidences of Christianity, by. Dr. Priestley and Dr. 
Paley ; Locke on the Understanding ; Watts on the Mind; Jose. 
phus; and many other books: but reading all these books did 
not prove to me the divine origin of Christianity, but on the con- 
trary, I was about leaving the Free-thinking Christians’ Church, 
when some of the members persuaded me to read Mr. Thompson's 
* Evidences of Revealed Religion,” which were published in the 
“ Free-thinking Christians’ Magazine,” and allowed to be a mas- 
ter-piece of the sort. Mr. Thompson being the Father and 
Founder of the Free-thinking Christians’ Church, these “ Eyi- 
dences” pretendéd to prove that Christianity, as they practise it, 
and which they call rational Christianity, is of divine original, 
viz, revealed by Deity to man. I immediately purchased the 
‘* Magazine,” and read Mr. Thompson’s: “ Evidences” with great 
attention, with the answer to it by the Deistical correspondents; 
and I must say, I was greatly disappointed, for instead of bring- 
ing conviction to my mind that Christianity was of divine origi, 
and making a Christian of me, it had’ quite a contrary effect, for 
it only proved the existence of Christianity, and that, I, or any 
other Deist, do not deny, for though the arguments are val 
from Paley’s to what he calls “ cause and effect,” yet, like 
Paley’s, they are founded on assumed and unfounded principles; 
and the Deistical arguments against them, in their “ Magazine, 
soon convinced me, \as Gibbon first suggested, that Christiantty 
was only a human institution. 3 . 

I then left the Free-thinking Christians’ Church, beimg ™ 
longer able to subscribe conscientiously to its dogmas, annow 
myself a Deist; and as Mr. Thompson, in his “ Evidences,” bet 
attacked Mr. Paine’s “ Age of Reason,” a. work I had never 
read, I tried to get it, but could’ not obtain it: however, by ts 
time I fully agreed with Mr. Burdon, “ That there never was, 2 
never would be, such a thing as @ Divine Revelation.” 

_ Up'to the time I left the Free-thinking Christians, 1 had neve’ 
read a page of the theological writings of Voltaire, Mirabeat, 
& 
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Volney, Paine, Palmer, or any of. the Deistical writings, except 
Gibbon, as I before stated, so that I did not become a Deist by 
reading Deistical works. : 

In the spring of 1819, Mr. Carlile, of Fleet Street, published 
Mr. Paine’s “ Theological Works,” together with a weekly publi- 
cation, called ‘“‘ The Deist,” which contained the writings of 
Francis, Palmer, Boulanger, Voltaire, Freret, and other Deistical 
writers. 1 purchased Paine’s “ Theologisal Works,” and “ The 
Deist,” the reading of which shewed me the true origin of 
Christianity, and led me to a conviction of the truth of Deism. 

[ will now state what I do believe, and what I do not believe. 

I believe in one God—*‘ the God of Nature.” 

I do not believe that Deity ever did reveal himself to man, ex- 
cept in the visible works of creation, either by words, writings, or 
messengers ; for this reason, if Deity had intended to reveal him- 
self to man, it would have been in such a manner that no one 
could have disputed it, for who can dispute any thing relative to 
the works of Deity and Nature. 

! believe the Bible to be an imposition on the world, and the 
Church founded on it a system of superstition and credulity, set 
up to terrify and enslave mankind. 

I believe that the Jews have not, nor ever had, any ideas of the 
God of Nature, but that they believed in their God Jehovah, in 
the same manner as the Heathens believed in their God Jupiter, . 
henee the idea of inclosing him in a box of Shittim wood. 

I do not believe in the story of Jesus Christ, as told in the New 
Testament ; and it is in vain they tell us of his great morality, 
miracles, death, and resurrection, without being able to prove that 
such @ person ever existed. 

Ido not believe in a future resurrection, as there is nothing 
he in Nature to sanction such a belief, for it appears to 
me, that the Deity can propagate the human species to eternity, 
and that it would be useless for him to raise those who have 
already passed through life and death. . 

I'do not believe in miracles, but that the laws of Nature are 
stable, fixed, and uniform; and that there never was, nor never 
will be, such a thing as a miracle. - 

I believe that the many ramifications, or different sects, that 
Christianity has run into, is one sure proof of the nullity and 
falsehood of the whole. 

I believe there is as much absurdity in believing in the miracles 
and resurrection of Jesus, as held by the Unitarians and Free- 
thinking Christians, as there is in believing in the miraculous 
conception, atonement, or any other dogma held by the Trinita- 
ran Christians. 

I believe a man may be strictly moral and virtuous, without 

ing a Christian or a member of any religious sect. Bees 
I believe that apologies made for the Bible, or any Christian 
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tenet founded on it, are a proof it is not of divine Origin, for 
can be proved to a demonstration, that what is divine needs me 
apology from man. 


I believe that if a code of moral law (not pretending ty }, 


divine) were established in this country similar to our penal code 
that man would obey the one as well as the other. 

I believe that all men called Christians, of whatever sect, what. 
ever abilities rae ne or whatever situations they may {il 
if they are credulous enough to believe in the miracles anj 
dogmas of any Church, as divine, are not capable of trusting the 
evidence of their senses or experience. 

I do not believe in the common received opinion of a loc 
heaven and hell, nor in the existence of angels, or devils, o 
ghosts, apparitions, witches, &c. 

Lastly, | believe in nothing supernatural. 

The above-written is my firm belief, being at the time ina sane 
state of mind, 


As witness my hand, this 15th 


day of March, 1821, and in T. R. BAYLEY POTTS. 
the 4Ist year of my age. , 


*," This belief was drawn up under the following circun- 
stances :—I was so ill at the time, that my friends did not expect 
that I should ever recover, indeed, I hardly expected it myself; 
and as my most intimate friends are chiefly Calvinists, Wesleyan 
Methodists, Catholics, &c., they have all, along told me that | 
should recant my opinions before I died, and turn Christian, and 
believe in the atoning blood of Jesus, and all such nonsense as 
they are in the habit of believing; and as my complaint often 
brought on delirium, during which time I might have answered 
questions, and said things that they might construe into another 
meaning, and have raised a report afterwards that I had changed 
my belief, the same as they say Paine, Voltaire, and others did, | 
was resolved to write down what I really did believe while I re 
tained my senses, as I looked for the worst. I have no hesitation 
in saying, that (like Paine) I feel religiously happy in my belief 
and opinions, and do hope always to retain these while I have 
being. | 
Jan. 29, 1822. 





Sane 
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TO THE CHRISTIAN JUDGE BAILEY. 








[wave to beg pardon of my readers, not of you, for de- 
viating from my promise of writing regularly to you; 
other circumstances have encumbered me with more matter 
than my pages would contain: so that, as well as you, I 
have disappointed by inevitable delay many correspondents 
whose esteem I wish to preserve, and whose forgiveness I 
now ask upon the strength of this apology and explanation. 

[have passed your Title-page and Preface, and shall now 
pass without observation your Calendar of Saints’ Days, 
and other nonsense, and come to your Table of Contents 
for the whole volume, which consists of references to what 
you call the Prophecies and Miracles of the Jew Books, 
and observations thereon, &c. 

I shall first make a few observations on the Jew Books, 
for the book called the New Testament is as much a Jew 
Book as the book called the Old Testament; and then on 
the alleged Prophecies and Miracles, upon which, asit is an 
almost worn-out subject, I shall be very brief. 

Taking the book called the Old Testament as a whole, 
incongruous as are its various parts, as to morals, physics, 
history, and divinity, and contemptible for ignorance and 
immorality as were some of its writers compared with 
others who wrote its more moral parts, affording us every 
necessary proof, from its incongruities, that the whole is the 
work of the vacillating human mind, and has no relation to 
any extraordinary contriver; I will first observe, that the 
Jews produced nothing new as a nation, in a literary point 
of view, and that the book called the Old Testament has 
nothing original in it. The last work of the immortal Vol- 
hey, entitled ‘‘ New Researches into Ancient History,” bas 
set this question at rest, although quite enough was done 
before by Sir William Drummond and Dupuis, bis prede- 
cessor, to satisfy my mind upon the matter. In fact, an 
impartial and attentive reader of Adam Clarke’s ‘‘ Com- 
mentary on the Bible,” must receive the impression, that 
the Jewish rites and ceremonies in matters of religion were 
mere corrupted copies from their more civilized and distin- 
guished neighbours of Egypt, Phenicia, Assyria, and Chal- 
dea. A literal translation of the original Jew Hebrew Book 
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would be such a rude and obscene publication as to make 
the greatest fanatic blush at every page if he could see it 
Much of the present translation is a glossary by the trans. 
lators. But it so happens that you, and such like Jews and 
Christians as you are, will read nothing that is an avowed 
impeachment of the superstition you cherish, or you woul 
soon arrive at the conviction I herestate. Read the « New 
Researches into Ancient History,” as now publishing jp 
Numbers by Mr. Davison, one of the victims of your hypo- 
crisy, fanaticism, and persecuting spirit, and you will soo) 
begin to blush for your Jehovah, your Adam and Eve, your 
Satan, and even for your Jesus. Read the “ System of 
Nature,” by Mirabaud, and you will be taught that there js 
nothing spiritual in Nature, and that ail is material ; a fact 
to the knowledge of which we are inevitably led by a 
study of the sciences of astronomy and chemistry. 

Prophetic pretensions seem to-have formed the origin of 
Priestcraft, the very foundation of all this misery-producing 
juggle. Before the Jews existed as a nation, all other na. 
tions pre-existent had their prophets either in the character 
of hidden oracles, of sibyls, or some such delusion, which 
were the exact prototypes of our modern fortune-tellers. 
The rage in the human bosom to dive into the future soon 
opened the way to the more cunning among mankind to 
make a trade of this delusion: and to gratify that upnatu- 
ral propensity for foreknowledge, arose oracles, sibyls, pro- 
phets, Druids, Priests, and gipsies, or modern fortine-tel. 
lers. The pretensions of all were alike, the object the 
same, to thrive in idleness upon the credulity of the labour- 
ing multitude, The temples of the Pagan idols and ort 
cles, the temples of the Jews, and the churches of the 
Christians, have been successively the depositaries of im- 
mense riches, accumulated by the Priests, and extracted 
either by force or fraud from the profits and productions of 
the industrious and useful: portion of mankind. All such 
delusions form a disease in society that engendereth pal, 
misery, and finally death. It is a drawback upon industry, 
and every thing that progresses towards the health and 
strength of soeiety, . . ) 

The ‘first idea of prophecy is an admission of some supé™ 
natural power dictating faturity to a human being; 50 that 
to prove a power of prophecying, it is first necessary 
prove a supernatural power, a point that has not yet beet 
done, never will be done, because there is no such existing 
power. The more we attempt to form an idea of a super 
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satural power, the further we are removed from it; and 
this arises because our minds, our intellects, our ideas, are 
all natural, and if we extend them to any degree, we can 
get at nothing supernatural: but the more we purify and 
improve them, the more we are convinced that Nature, or 
those motions of matter which we denominate Nature, 
form the Great Whole, the Supreme Being, the Eternal, the 
Infinite, the only self-existent Principle, indivisible, incapa- 
ble of delegating its powers, yet extending them to all, em- 
bracing all, and combining all within its influence as a mat- 
terof necessity and not of will, Will is the concomitant of 
animal organization alone, and exists iu} no other shape or 
power, all else is necessity: therefore, since the power of 
animal will is limited, and since no human being can will 
the power of, prophecy, there is no other power that can 
will it to that being, consequently, the power of propheey- 
ing never did, never can exist. 

The same reasoning applies to Miracle. <A true prophecy 
would be a miracle. A miracle of any kind must be an 
act of will in opposition to the laws of Nature, or Neces- 
sity; therefore, unless the advocates of superstition can 
shew us that the power to will extends beyond the animal 
organization, all their arguments for miracles fall to the 
ground. It is first necessary that they shew us there is a 
supernatural power, secondly, what that power is, and 
whether it has the power to will independent of all the laws 
of necessity. by which it may be surrounded, before an argu- 
ment worthy of a moment’s notice can be advanced for the 
power-and practice of prophecy and miracle. This is brief 
enough: but brief as it is, I challenge objection and refuta- 
tion.: This. view of the case is novel to me, but whether it 
will be found novel to you and others, I cannot say, as 
mach has been written upon the matter, and much more 
than ever came under my view or hearing. 

That there is an incomprehended-power in Nature, is an 
axiom to. which all must assent: but what that power 1s 
must be reduced to an axiom likewise, before any defence of 
prophecy, miracle, or any kind of superstition, can be made 
o solid grounds. A reference to chronological dates for 
the support of -the pretended prophecies of the Jew Books, 
S equally futileand contemptible, for if there were an acts! 
Comeidence in the dates and references, (which I deny to 

S the case in any one instance) the damning fact comes up 
directly, that these books were compiled when letters were 

“ag 7 7" less known to the multitude, and when 

° ; oO. , 














































338 T4E REPUBLICAN. 


ingenious forgeries were found necessary to cherish aud 
support the trade of Priestcraft. These books are not only 
void of every kind of authenticity in the first instance, but 
their circulation for centuries having been confined to the 
slow progress of producing copies by the pen, they hare 
been successively altered, mutilated, and mended by the 
successive copyists, so as to render their veracity, which 
was questionable in the first instance, still more questionable. 
In fact, all genuine belief or respect for those books, for the 
Christian Religion, and for every kind of superstition ig 
Europe; for more than a century past, has been entirely 
owing to the penal laws by which they have been supported, 
Christianity, Judaism, or Priestcraft of any kind, has no 
other basis in Europe, and the moment these penal laws, 
these persecutions, be removed, down must come the whole 
fabric. ; 

The idea of a Sabbath is so closely connected with the 
Common Prayer addressed in England to the Christian 
Idols, according to law, that before I enter into a critical 
examination of the contents of your book, it may not be 
amiss that 1 make a few observations on what is called the 
Sabbath, Lord’s Day, Sunday, or day of rest and cessation 
from labour, as the day generally set aside for a more 
particular practice of this Idolatry. 

That the observance of the seventh day asa peculiar day 
for worship has originated with the Priests, who were inte 
rested in the matter, is evident, as, beyond the Jew Books, 
we have no proof that it existed in ancient times, or among 
any of those nations that have been denominated heathen. 
Greece and Rome had-a variety of festivals and holidays, 
but, I believe, there were none hebdomadal, nor am | 
aware that any periodical cessation from labour or the ordi- 
nary duties of life existed among them upon the principled 
the Jewish, Christian, or Mahometan Sabbath. | set very 
little value upon ancient history and tradition, therefore | 
do not profess to be skilled much in the matter, but 1 bave 
ho recollection from what I have read that any thing like 
what is now called the Sabbath ever existed among the 
Egyptians, Phenicians, Assyrians, Chaldeans, or Persiad’ 
before the compilation of the Jew Books. — I believe 14” 
therefore correct in stating, that the observance of tt 
seventh day as a Sabbath originated with the Jew’ 
Priests, and has been kept up for a similar purpose by the 
Christian and Mahometan Priests, to draw a closet con 
nection between them and the people, and to plunder the 
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latter more effectually. It is not within my knowledge that 
any thing like a Sabbath is observed by the Brahmins in 
Todi, as I understand their days are all alike as to custom, 
with the exception of occasional festivals and ceremonies, 
none of which are hebdomadal, to my knowledge. 

], who am thoroughly acquainted with what is hard and 

inful labour, am an -advocate for a cessation from it on 
the seventh day, and that every individual who really does 
labour should, without injury to himself and family, be able 
to earn enough in six days to meet the necessaries for seven. 
But I would not have this day devoted to a bondage and 
slavery of the mind, that is worse than that of the body on 
the ether six; 1 would have it spent morally and cheer- 
fully, and devoted to the improvement of the health and 
the mind. 

To say that God set aside the seventh day for the worship 
of himself is a blasphemy peculiar to Jews, Christians, and 
Mahometans. God has done no such thing, it is the craft 
of the Priest to get his own pocket filled out of what the 
people earn on the six. The God of Nature is uniform, 
makes no distinction of days, nor is it necessary that we 
should contemplate him on any set days, but at_all times 
when we can conveniently abstract our minds from the 
means of supporting the body and preserving its health. 
Self-preservation is the first principle of Nature, and an 
axiom to which eyery natural indication assents; and as 
the improvement of the mind is, next to seeking food for the 
body and keeping it in health, a principle of self-preserva- 
tion, it follows, that on the appointed day of rest we should 
devote as much time as possible to that object. The im- 
provement of the mind enables us to make a better provision 
for the body, and each. works to the improvement of the 
other, so that instead of listening to the false and wicked 
dogmas of Priests, on what is called the Sabbath, we should 
study Nature, and makes its boundless expanse our temple, 
its God our Priest, who will instruct us without picking 
our pockets, and welcome us to him with a reward instead 
of receiving one. 

_ But among Christians, what is now called the Sabbath, 
instead of being marked with a peculiar morality, is be- 
Come a day for giving loose to all the baser passions. It 
is become a day of riot, revelry, and outrage; whilst to tell 
any of its advocates that if they are Christians they are not 
moralists for such conduct, they would call you a Sabbath- 
breaker, a blasphemer, and seek your destruction. To go 
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to church and chapel, and to get drunk, are now almost 
become synonymous terms, and if the returns of the dai 
consumption of intoxicating liquors could be had, it woujj 
be found that the quantity consumed on the Sabbath was 
ual to the whole consumed on the six days of the week 
This will continue to be the. case while mankind considers 
that moral as well as religious duty consists in listening to 
the weekly harangue of a Priest, and paying him well fo 
his trouble; or while the delusion be kept up that this at. 
tendance upon and support of the Priest be a redemption of 
weekly immorality and vice. So long as mankind be filled 
with the delusion that the payment of money to the Priest 
or the Magistrate be a compensation for an outrage upon 
morals, so long will vice and misery be predominant. Itis 
a violation of every natural priuciple: it is a blasphemy 
against the God of Nature. 

The best observance of a Sabbath would be a particular 
cleanliness of persons and things, a marked sobriety, a dili- 
gent improvement of the mind and health, with a cheerful 
association of friends and neighbours for mutual instruction 
and comfort, and not for carousal. One day in seven spent 
in this manner would not be mispent, and would cheer the 
mind during the labour of the six. Or, in default of not 
observing the seventh day as‘a day of rest, it would be ad. 
viseable to lessen the hours of labour and devote a portion 
of each day to the foregoing recommendation. 

There is another point of view in which the Sabbath, ot 
seventh day, might be considered.- Every man has politi 
cal duties to perform in a free state: these duties ought el: 
ways to be performed with a view to morality and general 
interest, therefore the seventh day may_ be well filled up in 
the necessary election of legislators and public officers of 
the law, as far as time may be required for that purpose. 
Even the Spanish Constitution has fixed on Sunday as the 
most proper day for the purpose here mentioned, aithough 
it has to accord with the bigotry of the people, made its 
religious ceremony, in which the Priest bears a: conspicuous 
part. When we obtain the right of free election in this 
island, I hope we shall be prepared to proceed without 
Priests. 

Upon every view of our present Sabbaths, they ought ' 
be deiominated Priests’ Day, and not Lord’s Day. It is# 
day devoted to the support of the Priests, and not ( 
morality. Every Priest is the representative of some idol, 
so that to call the seventh day, in its present appointment, 
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a Priest’s Day, or Idol’s Day, would be more appropriate 
than Lord’s Day, or day of rest and idle day. 

This, then, is the view I take of your Sabbath; and this 
brings me to a consideration of the substance of your Book 
of Common Prayer and Notes. Not to trouble you with 
too much at a time, I will desist writing for the present, but 
| will endeavour to write to you more frequently, although 
[ wil not promise you a lesson for every Sabbath. I find 
that I ought not to tie myself to any such engagements, and 
[ must apologize for having broken the one I have made. 
| want not the disposition nor the matter to do it, but I find 
it dificult to spare the space some weeks, and pay proper 
attention to other correspondences and subjects, although 
compelled to fill thirty-two pages weekly, that such good 
things may not be sold too cheap, and be too easily pur- 
chased by those who are enjoying your blessings of taxa- 
tion, and all the advantages arising from the National 
Debt ! 

Farewell for the present, you and | shall soon meet 
again, if you and your Vice Gang have not changed more 
in disposition than 1 have by former encounters. 

R. CARLILE, 


Dorchester Gaol, March 10, 1822, 
of the Era of the Carpenter’s Wife’s Son. 








CAIN. 








LETTER FROM LORD BYRON TO MR. MURRAY. 


Dear Srp, ' Pisa, February 8, 1822. 
Arracks upon me were to be expected; but I perceive one upon 
you.in the papers, which I confess that I did not expect. How, 
orin'what manner you can be considered responsible for what | 
publish, I am at a loss to conceive. If “‘ Cain” be “ blasphe- 
mous,” Paradise Lost is blasphemous; and the words of the Ox-_ 

gentleman, “« Evil, be thou my good,” are from that very 
poem, from the mouth of Satan; and is there any thing more 
in that of Lucifer in the Mystery ? ‘“‘ Cain” is nothing more than 
a drama, not a piece of argument. If Lucifer and Cain speak as 
first murderer and the first rebel may be supposed to speak, 
surely all the rest of ‘the personages talk also aecording to their 
ters; and the’ stronger passions have ever been permitted 
tothe drama. J have even avoided introducing the Deity, as m 
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Scripture, (though Milton does, and not very wisely either); by: 
have adopted his angel, as sent to Cain, instead, on PUrpose ty 
avoid. shocking any feelings on the subject, by falling short ¢ 
what all uninspired men must fall short in, viz. giving an adequate 
notion of the effect of the presence of Jehovah. The old Myst. 
ries introduced him liberally enough, and all this is avoided in 
the new one. 

The attempt to bully you, because they think it will not succeed 
with me, seems to me as-atrocious an attempt as ever disgraced 
the times. What! when Gibbon’s, Hume’s, Priestley’s, ang 
Drummond's publishers have been allowed to rest in peace for 
seventy years, are you to be singled out for a work of fiction, no, 
of history or argument? There must be something at the bottom 
of this—some private enemy of your own: it is otherwise incre. 
dible. 

I can only say, “‘ Me—ime adsum qui fect,” that any proceed- 
ings directed against you, I beg may be transferred to me, who 
am willing, and ought to endure them all; that if you have los 
money by the publication, [ will refund any, or all of the copy- 
right; that I desire you will say, that both you and Mr. Gifford 
remonstrated against the,publication, as also Mr. Hobhouse; that 
I alone occasioned it, and I alone am the person who either 
legally or otherwise should bear the burden. If they prosecute, | 
will come to England; that is, if by meeting it in my own perso, 
1 can save yours. Let me know-—you sha’nt suffer for me, if | 
can help it. Make any use of this letter which you please. 

Yours, ever, 


BYRON. 





THE foregoing Letter of Lord Byron to his Publisher, Mr. 
Murray, will be read with some interest by the readers of 
“The Republican,” as it contains an open declaration of 
war against all delusion and superstition on the part of this 
celebrated character, and may be deemed a challenge to the 
Attorney General, or the Vice Society, to prosecute bin 
as the author of “ Cain.” If, after the decision of the 
Chancellor that the publication is more fit to be prosecule 
as blasphemous than protected as private property, the At 
torney-General, or the Vice Society either, sbrinks from the 
challenge of Lord Byron, what am I, what is the public, 
to think of their honesty, courage, or impartiality. It is 
said the King himself, has denounced Cain as blasphemovs 
the Keeper of his Seals and his Conscience! has done! 

same in his judicial chatacter: all the hirelings of thé 
vernment have done the same through their portion of the 
Press, and here we find Lord Byron’ avowing what I pre 


of — 


~_ us ith fr Genes U6Colee U6 | 6 Ee SEE ae, 








but 
Se to 
t of 
HUate 
VSte- 
Pd in 


Ceed 
aced 
and 
€ for 
ny Dot 
ottom 
ncre- 


seed. 
who 
lost 
opy- 
ord 
that 
ther 
te, | 
$00, 


if | 











THE REPUBLICAN. J43 
mised a few weeks back, that he is made of the wrong stuff 
to be alarmed at, or to care for any of them. He has now 
challenged them to their teeth to prosecute his “ Cain.” 
Willthe Hypocritical Persecutors of myself and others, add 
cowardice to their other vices, and shrink from a contest 
with Lord Byron? 

To stimulate them to this prosecution I purpose to pub- 
lish an edition of ‘ Cain” at sixpence. 1 would respect 
the property of Lord Byron, or Mr. Murray, if the Lord 
Chancellor had done his duty, and protected “ Cain,” as 
he ought to have done, but as he has encouraged Mr. Ben- 
bow in his piracy, he has made it a sort of common pro- 
perty; I further purpose to shew this latter gentleman how 
easy itis for one person to undersell another, and how far 
his edition of ‘‘ Cain” is from being a cheap edition, in 
point of quantity of print and paper. I shall contine my- 
self to “ Cain,” as a publication within my line of busi- 
ness; I do not mean to follow Mr. Benbow in pirating 
other works of Lord Byron. I take ‘* Cain” under my 
protection, because a prosecution and suppression is threat- 


ened. 
R. CARLILE. 








TO MR. RICHARD CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 








Nosie Feiitow Citizens, 
Ir is with sentiments of the most ardent attachment to the great 
cause of Civil and Religious Liberty, that we feel ourselves 
bound thus publicly fo express our unqualified admiration of the 
very gallant manner in which you are driving from the field of 
Philosophy, the enemies of Science, Truth, and Freedom. 
Whether disguised under the garb of King, Priest, or Peer, or 
by whatever nicknames the tyrants of the world, mask their in- 
fernal agents, we rest assured, that they alike feel the powerful 
effect of your invincible arguments; the boldest of your opponents 
must have been staggered, by the unprecedented intrepidity of 
your literary career. . 
From the rage exhibited against you by the fiends of the Vice 
Society, as well by their sister Society of Devils, in Bridge Street, 
er intentions ure sufficiently obvious, of wreaking their united, 
but impotent vengeance against the “ Tempie or Reason.’ 
once, Fraud, and Hypocrisy, have declared war against free dis- 
russion! The sword against the pen! and ‘ 55, Fleet Street,’ has 
nthe Thermopyle of Modern Philosophy; this, or any other 
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shop you may take is the post of danger, which we hope will hy 


filled as long as ‘one honest patriot remains out of a dun 
the gratitude of all mankind is due to those individuals wh 


forward in the same cause. 


xeon: 


0 hay 
already filled this honourable gap, and the blessings of poster 


await the list of heroes, who have so bravely volunteered to come 


We, as friends to you, and the great and good cause you ad. 
vocate, take this opportunity of requesting your acceptance of tly 
sum of £2. Is. 10d. as a trifling acknowledgement of the pleasup 
we have received from the perusal of your invaluable Writings, 
together with those of the Immortal Thomas Paine. 

Signed, in behalf of the Subscribers, 


Stokesley, Yorkshire, Jan. 29, 1822. 





From Stokesley, Yorkshire. 


John Coates, Naturalist 0 

Robert. Armstrong, a Mate- 
rialist, who believes Vice 
to be its own punisbment, 
and Virtue its own reward 

Nicodemus the Second 

Amariah Batty, Castleton 

A Female Admirer of Carlile 

John Appleton, a poor man 
aged 76, who is thankful 
to Mr. Carlile for having 
opened his eyes on the 
brink of the grave; he can 
now sink calmly to rest 
without delusive hopes of 
Heaven, or ridiculous fears 


sooco 


of Hell 0 
An Admirer of the Politics 
of Paine 0 
A Female Admirer of Thomas 
Paine 0 
William Lawn 0 
John Flounders, an admirer 
of the 
Age of Reason and Rights 
of Man, 
Say aught against them if 
you can 0 


5 


m= Ore Or 


—_ 


1 


0 T. T. a young Deist 


ooc°o 


coco so 


0 


R. C. sends Carlile 5 per cent. 


on his savings during last 
year, by non-attendance at 
the Methodist Chapel 


A Female, who thinks the 


case of Mrs. Carlile must 
raise compassion in the most 
obdurate heart; and if the 
Christian religion has such 
barbarous and_ detested 
monsters, such consummate 
villains, as the persecutors 
of Mrs. Carlile for its ad- 
vocates, it must soon come 
to nothing 


Democritus, from the shades 


of obscurity 


A Female who was shocked 


and disgusted at the savage 
brutality practised on Mrs. 
Carlile by Christian barba- 
rigns 


Mr. Israel, a native of Cracow 


in Poland 


Michael Hebden 
A Female Admirer of the Age 


of Reason, aged 62 


From Stockton, in the County of Durham. 


A Bishop 0 
Thomas Webber 0 
Daniel Gibson 0 
Peter Walker 0 
A Rector 0 


5 


1 
1 
1 
1 


0 


0 
0 
0 
0 


Honesty is the best Policy 
Richard. Wright, @ Repub- 


lican 


John Turnbull 
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TO MR. ROBERT ARMSTRONG, STOKESLEY. 








CirizEN, Dorchester Gaol, March 3, 1822. 
{RETURN you and all friends in your neighbourhood my 
thanks for this fresh instance of approbation and encou- 

ement. We are so strictly in unison with all our ideas 
of right and wrong, that I feel debarred from giving you a 
long answer, as nothing that I ean say will be a matter of 
instruction to you. I can promise you that I will soon 
have another ‘‘ ‘Temple of Reason” open, such as the Rob- 
bers may not enter, and not only in London, but in other 
parts of the country as well. [I will still bid defiance to all 
prosecutions, and finally stay them. 

Yours, in civic esteem, 
R. CARLILE. 

P.S. The Correspondence you have had with a Priest, 
you mention in your private information, | will print it if 
you will send it to me. 








THE SCRIPTURIAN’S CREED. 











Ty the beginning God created the hea- And the earth was without form. 
ven and the earth. Gen. i. 1. Gen. i. 2. 





,_ So God created man in his own And the Lord said behold the man is 
mage, in the image of God created he become like one of us. Gen. iii, 22. 
Gen. i, 27, Cursed is the ground for thy sake. 
17. | 





And the Lord God commanded the “And he placed at the east of the gar- 
man, saying, of every tree of the garden den of Eden, cherubims, and a flaming 
mayest eat. en. ii. 16, sword which turned every way to keep 

But of the tree of the knowledge of the way of the tree of life. Gen. iii. 24. 
good and evil thou shalt not eat of it. Lest he put forth his hand, and take 
17, also of the tree of life, and eat and live 


for ever. 22. 





And God saw every thing that he For the creature was made subject to 


had made, and behold it was very good. vanity. Rom. viii. 20. Ben « 
Gen, i, 31, The heavens are not clean in his 
sight. Job xv. 15. 
The earth also was corrupt. Gen. 
vi, 11. 
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And it repented the Lord that he 
had made man on the earth, and it 
grieved him at his heart. Gen, vi. 6. 


And Jacob called the name of the 
place Peniel, for I have seen God face 
to face. Gen. xxxil. 30. 


God is not a man that he should jie 
neither the son of man that he should 
repeat. Numb. xxiii, 19, , 


And he said, thou canst not see my 
face, for there shall no man s 


1a ee me and 
live. Exod. xxxiii, 20, 





And the Lord said, behold, there is a 
place by me and thou shall stand upon 
arock. Exodus xxxiii. 21. 

Thou shalt see my back parts. 23. 


No man hath seen God at an 


; Y time, 
1 John iv. 12. 





And he said unto them, thus saith 
the Lord God of Israel, put on every 
man his sword by his side, ard go in 
and out from gate to gate throughout 
the camp.and slay every man his bro- 
ther, and every man his companion, and 
every man his neighbour. Exodus 
xxxvii, 27, 


Thou shalt not kill, Exodus xx, 13 





Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, I re- 
member that which Amalek did to Is- 
rael, how he laid wait for him in 
the way when he came up from Egypt. 
1 Sam, xv, 2. 

Now go, smite Amalek, and _utterly 
destroy all that they have, and spare 
them not, but slay both man and wo- 
man, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, 
camel and ass. 3, 


Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by 
man shall his blood be shed. Gen. ix. 6, 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways, 
and holy in all his works, Psalm cul. 
17. 

And hath made of one blood all na- 
tions of men for to dwell on all the face 
of the earth. Acts xvii, 26. 

For God is not the author of confu- 
sion but of peace. 1 Corin. xiv. 33, 





_ So the Lord our God delivered iato 
our hands, Og, also king of Bashan and 
all his people, and we smote them until 
none was left to him remaining. Deut. 
iii. 3. 

Utterly destroying the men, women, 

and children of every city, . 6, 


The Lord is gracious and full of com- 
passion. Psalm cxlv. 8. 

The Lord upholdeth all that fall, and 
raiseth up all those that be bowed 
down, 14, . 

Thou openest thine hand, and satis 
fiest the desire of every living thing. 16. 

The earth is full of the goodness of 
the Lord. Psalm xxxiii. 5. 

Because he delighteth in mercy. Me 
cah vii. 18. 





Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I 
hated,, Rom. ix. 13, 

And. in that-day thou shalt say, O 
Lord I will praise thee, though thou 
wast angry with me thine anger is turn- 
ed away and thou comfortedst me. 
Isaiah xii. 1. 


Then Peter opened his mouth and 
said, of a truth I perceive that God Is 
no respecter of persons. Acts x. 54 

Every good gift, and every perfec 
gift, is from above, and cometh down 
from the father of lights with whom © 
no variableness, neither the shadow 
turning. James i. 17. 





And the Lord said unto Moses, de- 
part, and go up hence, thou and the 
people which thou hast brought up out 


And he said my presence shall 
with thee and I will give thee 
Exod, xxxiii. 14. 





won ss ae 


) lie, 
Ould 


r my 
P and 


time, 


. 13, 








of the Jand of Egypt, unto the land 
«hich I sware unto Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, saying, unto thy seed will 
I cive it, Exod. xxxiii. 1. 

For 1 will not go up in the midst of 


thee. 3. 
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For I the Lord your God am a jea- 
lous God, visiting the iniquities of the 
fathers upon the children, Exod. xx. 5, 


The son shall not bear the iniquity of 
the father, neither shall the father bear 
the iniquity of the son. Ezek. xviii, 20. 





| will forgive their iniqaity, and I 
will remember their sin no more. Jer. 
xxi, 54, 


The sou} that sinneth, it shall die: 
Ezek, xviii. 4. 





Once have I sworn y my holiness 
that I will not lie unto David. Psalm 
lyxxix, 35, 

His seed shall endure for ever, and 
his throne as the sun before me. 36. 


Thou hast made his glory to cease 
and hast cast his throne down to the 
ground. Psalin Ixxxix. 44, 





The righteous perisheth and no man 
layeth it to heart. Isaiah lvii. 1. 


The righteous shall flourish like the 
palm-tree. Psalm xcii, 12. 





The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much, Jam. v. 
10, 


There is none righteous no not one. 
Rom, iii. 10. 





_ And Elijah went up by a whirlwind 
into heaven. 2 Kings ii. 11. 


And no man hath ascended up to 
heaven. John iii. 13. 





And the Lord was with Judah; and 
he drave out the inhabitants from the 
mountains but could not drive out the 
inhabitants of the valley, because they 
had chariots of iron. J udges i. 19. 


For with God all things are possible. 
Mark x. 27. 





And they — themselves toge- 
ther against Moses and against Aaron, 
and said unto them, ye take too much 
upon ag seeing all the congregation 
are holy every one of them, and the 
ard is among them: wherefore then 
lift you up yourselves above the con- 
gregation of the Lord. Numb, xvi. 3. 

And Moses was very wroth, and said 
unto the Lord, respect not thou their 
offering, 15, 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and 
unto Aaron, saying, 20. 

parate pt. from among this 

“engregation that I may consume them 
mamoment, 21, 

Now they that died in the plague 
were fourteen thousand and seven hun- 

beside them that died about the 

matter of Korah, 49, 





For I am the Lord, I change not, 
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not con- 
sumed, Malachi iil. 6. 
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Wisdom is the principal thing, there- 
fore get wisdom, and with all thy getting 
get understanding. Prov. iv. 7. 






For in much wisdom there ; 

; Fe 18 myc 
grief 3 and .he that increaseth kus 
ledge increaseth sorrow, Eccles, i, 13, 

. 0, 





Be ye therefore wise as serpents and 
harmless as doves. Matt. x. 16. 


For it is written, I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and will bring tp 
nothing the understanding of the ny 
deut. 1 Cor. i. 19, s 





Blessed art thou, O land, when thy 
king is the son of nobles. Eccles x, 17. 


Bind their kings in chains, and the; 
nobles with fetters of iron. Pulp 
cxlix. 8. 

This honour have all his saints, 9, 





And kings shall be thy nursing fa- 
thers and their queens thy nursing 
mothers. Isa. xlix. 23. 


Now let them put away their whore. 
doms and the carcases of their ki 
far from me, and I will dwell in the 
midst of them for ever. Ezek, xliii, 4 





Honour all men, love the brother- 
hood, fear God, and honour the king. 
1 Peter ii 17. 


And I saw an angel standing in the 
sun, and he cried with a loud voiee, 
saying to all the fowls that fly in the 
midst of heaven, come and gather your- 
selves together unto the supper of tie 
great God. Revel. xix. 17. 

That ye may eat the flesh of kings 
18. 





And an angel of the Lord came up 
from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I 
made you to go up out of Egypt, and 
have — you into the land which I 
sware unto your fathers, and I said 
I will never break my covenant with 
you. Judg. ii. 1, 


So we see they could not enter is 
because of unbelief. Heb. iii. 19. 





And Abram fell on his face, and God 
talked with him, saying. Gen. xvii. 3. 
“ Amd I will give unto thee and to thy 
seed after thee the land wherein thou 
art a stranger, all the land of Canaan 


for an everlasting possession, and 1 will 
be their God. 8, 


So L sware in my wrath they should 
riot enter into my rest. Heb. iii. 11. 





And when ye spread forth your hands 
I will hide mine eyes from you, yea 
when ye make many prayers | will not 
hear. Isa. i. 15. 


Pray without ceasing. 1 Thess. ¥. 1: 





Now when Pharaoh heard this thing 
he sought to slay Moses, but Moses fled 
from the face of Pharaoh. Exod, ii. 15. 


By faith, he (Moses) forsook 5 


not fearing the wrath of ¢ 
Heb. xi. 27. 








pt i 








And it came to pass in process of 
time that the king of Egypt died. 23. 

And the Lord said unto Moses in 
Midian, go return into Egypt, for all 
the men are dead which sought thy 


life, iv. 19. 
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For as many as have sinned without 
law shall also perish without law. 
Rom. ii, 12. 


For where no law is there is no 


transgression. Rom, iv. 15. 





And Moses spake unto the people, 
saying, arm some of yourselves unto 
ttewar. Numb, xxxi. 3. 

And Moses sent them to the war. 6. 

And Moses was wroth with the 
oficers of the host, with captains over 
thousands, and captains over hundreds, 
which came from the battle. 14. 

And Moses said unto them, have ye 
saved all the women alive? 15. 

Now, therefore, kill every male 
among the little ones, and kill every 
woman that hath known man by lying 
with him. 17. 

But all the women-children that 
have not known a man by lying with 
him keep alive for yourselves. 18, 


= 
Now the man Moses was very meek 


above all the men which were upon the 
face of the earth. Numb. xii, 3, 





If there arise among you a prophet, 
or a dreamer’ of dreams, and giveth 
thee a sign ora wonder, Deut, xiii. 1. 

And the sign or the wonder come to 
pass. 2, 

Thou shalt not hearken unto his 
words, 3, 

And that prophet or that dreamer of 
dreams shall be put to death. 5. 


And if thou say in thine heart, how 


shall we know the words which the 
Lord hatk ngt spoken. Deut. xviii. 21. 


When a prophet speaketh in the 


name of the Lord, if the thing follow 
not nor come to pass, that is the thing 
which the Lord hath not spoken, 22. 





And again the anger of the Lord was 

died against Israel; and he moved 

tvid against them, to say, go number 
and Judah, 2 Sam, xxiv. 1. 


And Satan stvod up against Israel 


and-provoked David to number Israel. 
1 Chron. xxi. 1. 





_ And it came to pass at the seventh 
ume, when the priests blew with the 
tumpets, Joshua said unto the people, 
shout fur the Lord hath given you the 
tity. Josh. vi. 16. 

7 the city shall be accursed, even 
an all that are therein, to the Lord : 
Rahab the harlot shall live, she 
my all that are with her in the house. 


__ And they utterly destroyed all that 
‘sin the city, both man and woman, 


The Lord is good to all, and his ten- 


der mercies is over all his works. 
Psal. cxivi. 9. 


O the depth of the riches both of the 


wisdom and knowledge of God. Rom. 
xi. 33. 


For wisdom is betier than rubies. 


Prov. viii. 11. 


Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 


and all her paths are peace. iii. 17. 


The Lord will abhor the bloody and 


deceitful man. Psal. v. 6. 
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young and old, and ox and sheep, and 
ass, with the edz of the sword. 21. 

And they bunt the city with fire. 
24. 

So the Lord was with Joshua, and 
his fame was noised throughout all the 
country. 27. 

So Joshua smote all the country of 
the hills, and of the south, and of the 
vale, und of the springs, and all their 
kings, he left none remaining, but ut- 
terly destroyed all that breathed, as the 
Lord God of Israel commanded. x. 40. 
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And the woman bare a son, and call- 
ed his name Samson; and the child 
grew and the Lord blessed him. Judg. 
xiii, 24. 

And the spirit of the Lord began to 
move him. 25. 

And the spirit of the Lord came 
upon him and he went down to Ashke- 
lon, and slew thirty men of them, and 
took their spoil. xiv. 19. 

And Samson went and caught three 
Jwndred foxes, and took fire brands, 
and turned tail to tail, and put a fire- 
brand in the midst between two tails. 
xv. 4. 

And when he had set the brafids on 
fire he let them go into the standing 
corn of the Philistines, and burnt up 
both the shocks and also the’ standing 
ene with their vineyards and olives. 

And he found a new jaw-bone of an 
ass, and put forth his hand and took it, 
and slew a thousand men therewith. 
15. 

The dead which he slew at his death 
were more than they which he slew in 
his life. xvi. 30. 


But the fruit of the spirit js love, 


joy, peace, — long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperane:. 


Galat. v. 22. 





And when he had removed him, he 
raised up unta them David to be their 
king, to whom also he gave testimon y> 
and said; [ have found David the son of 
Jesse a man after mine own heart, 


22. 


which shall fulfil all my will.~ Acts xiii. 


Because the Lord hath said unto bya 
curse David. 2 Sam. xvi. 10. 





I will give you the sure mercies of 
David. Acts xiii, 34. 


And he brought forth the people = 
were therein and put them under #™ 
and under harrows of iron, and u 
axes of iron, and made aT 
through the brick-kiln, and thus ¢! ; 
unto all the cities’ of the children ° 
Ammon ; so David and ail the rt 
retuened to Jerusalem. 2 Sam *"* 






































































And it came to pass after these things 
that God did tempt Abraham, Gen. 


il. 1. 
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Let no man say when he is tempted, 
I am tempted of God, for God cannot 
be tempted with evil, neither tempteth 
he any man, James i, 15. 





They shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pra- 
ning-hooks ; nation shall not lift up a 
sword against nation, neither shall learn 
warany more. Micah iv. 3. 








And ye shall hear of wars and ru- 
mours of wars, Matt, xxiv. 6. 

For nation shall rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom, 7. 





And Jesus being full of the Holy 
Ghost returned from Jordan, and was 


(tons led by the spirit into the wilderness. 


Mion Luke iv. 1. 
tines Being forty days tempted of the 
devil, 2. 







Every man is tempted when he iis 
drawn away of his own lust and en- 
ticed. James i. 14. 





Think not that I came to briny peace 
inearth, I came not to send peace on 
earth but the sword. Matt. x. 34, 






The word which God sent to the 
children of Israel preaching peace by 
Jesus Christ. Acts x. 36. 





Then said Jesus unto-him, put up 
again thy sword into his place, for all 
they that take the sword shall perish 
with the sword, Matt. xxvi. 52. 







And he that hath no sword let him 
sell his garment and buy one. Lake 
xxii. 36. 





Ye will not come to me that ye 
might have life. John v. 40. 


No man can come to me except the 
father which hath sent me draw him. 
vi. 44, 










Lo I am with you always even to the 
end of the world. Matt. xxviii. 20. 


Nevertheless I tell you the truth it is 
expedient for you that I go away. 
xvi. 7. 









a my father’s house are many man- 
sions, if it were not so I would have 


you, John xiv. 2,0 Lod 
That where 1 am there ye may be 


told you; I go to prepare a place for 









A man hath no pre-eminence above 
a beast. Eccles. fii. 19. 
Ali go to one place. 20, 





If any man come unto me and hate 
not his father and his mother, and wife 
and children, and brethren and sisters, 
yea and his own life also, he cannot be 


my disciple. Luke xiv. 26. 












He that loveth not knoweth not God, 
for God is love. 1 John iv. 8. 

Whosoever hateth his brother is a 
murderer. fil. 15. 

Honour thy father and thy mother 
which is the first commandment. 
Ephes. vi. 2. 

Husbands love your wives. v. 25. 

For no man ever yet hated his own 
flesh. 29. 
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Bat Jesas called them unto him and 
said, suffer little children to come unto 
me and forbid them mot, for of such is 
the kingdom of God. Luke xviii. 16. 


And he (Elisha) went ap f; 
unto Beth-el, and as he faye 
by the way there came forth little 
dren out of the city and mocked him 
and said, go up thou bald head 
thou bald head. @ Kings ji, 93, 
And he turned back and looked on 
them, and cursed thém in the name of 
the Lord, and there came forth two she. 
bears out of the wood and tear forty 
and two children of them, 94, 


go y) 





Bat he that shall blaspheme against 
the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, 


Mark iii, 29. 


And by him all that believe are jus 
fied from all things. Acts xiii, 39, 





God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Ghost and with power- who 


went about doing good. Acts x. 38. 


The devils besought him, saying, if 
thou cast us out suffer us to go ava 
into the herd of swine, Matt. viii. $i, 

And he said unto them go; and whea 
they were come out they went into th 
herd ‘of swine, and behold the who 
herd of swine ran violently down a 
steep place into the sea and perished in 
the waters. 32. 

And behold the whole city came out 
to meet Jesus, and when they saw hin 
they besought him that he would depar 
out-of their coasts. 34. 





I lay down my life that I might take 


it again. John x. 17. 


No man taketh it from me but I lay 


it dawn of myself, 18. 


Father, if thou be willing, remore 
this cup from me, nevertireless not my 
will but thine be done. Luke xxii. #% 





And one of the malefacters which 
were hanged railed on him. Luke xxiii. 


~?. But the other answering rebuked 


him. 40. 


And Jesus-said anto him, verily Isay 
unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with me 


in Paradise. 43, 


It was the preparation, that is, the 
day before the sabbath. Mark xv. 42. 


For as Jonas was three days a 
three nights in the whale’s belly, # 
shall the son of man be thee days a 
three nights in the heart of the ea 
Matt. xii. 40. 

. The first day of the week comel 
Mary Magdalene early when tt was yet 
dark unto the sepulchre. John xx.1 

Jesus saith unto her, touck me 

for I am not yet ascended to my fatbe 


17. 





(To be continued.) 
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